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On September 25, 2007 at 7:00 pm please join Bob 
Broom, City Councilman Ward VI, others and myself 
as we toast Mission Viejo ‘s beginnings and its 
unique history. 

The Board has been busy with many other issues 
including pressuring the Mission Viejo shopping 
center owners to get a viable tenant for the empty 
Grocery Warehouse, sponsoring a successful clean-
up day and 4th of July celebration, truck traffic noise 
on Hampden, a possible study for national register 
designation, problems with empty/foreclosed homes 
and making new agreements on entrance sign 
maintenance, etc. To get the very latest news check 
our website under the "news" section or sign-up for 
our “e-mailing list” service and once a month we will 
send you a copy of our electronic e-news letter.   

The Board would like to do many other things, too. 
We are seriously considering starting a trash service 
that would save you money and help support the 
HOA. Our website is currently running a poll about 
this idea and others, so visit our website and give us 
your opinion.  

Lastly I would like to make an appeal for your 
financial support. The HOA cannot do as many things 
as we would like to, so please send us your dues 
payment today. Now you can pay your dues on-line, 
making it even more convenient for you. If you can’t 
give $50 this year, any contribution is welcome. 
Thanks! 
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Celebrating 35th Years of a Great Neighborhood! 
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Mission Viejo HOA President 

 

It’s time to celebrate! Mission Viejo is thirty-five years 
old this month. Why celebrate our anniversary? 
Mission Viejo is very unique. Across the nation, 
homeowner’s associations are focusing on creating a 
sense of community. In order for us to improve 
Mission Viejo we need to start at the beginning and 
create a sense of pride. Without it, we have a hard 
time convincing our neighbors to care and value our 
homes or our community. A major part of the HOA 
mission and purpose is help promote our community.  

Mission Viejo Company brought a revolutionary idea 
to community planning in Colorado when they built our 
neighborhood. Since then many of their ideas have 
been applied to other communities, but we can boast 
that they all started here. The HOA has dedicated 
2007 in remembrance to the exceptional design of our 
neighborhood.  

If you missed the exhibits on our neighborhood that 
were at the Aurora History Museum, we have created 
a special on-line exhibit, along with many old photos, 
for you to view on our web site at www.missionviejohoa.org 
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city, Mission Viejo, would incorporate many design 
elements found in Spain. These include "Barcelona" adobe 
brick entrance walls, Spanish street names, unique 
company and community signs, greenbelts, parks, 
recreation centers, neighborhood shopping, a large 
recreation lake and distinctive "Mission Bell" street lights 
that were meant to remind residents of Mission Viejo©s link 
to Mission San Juan Capistrano and the El Camino Real. 
The community©s master plan was stringently adhered to 
throughout construction and the area was enormously 
successful in terms of home sales. Under the ownership of 
the Philip Morris Company, the Mission Viejo Company 
initiated projects outside California. 

Through acquaintances, the land where the Mission Viejo 
Aurora project would be developed was purchased from  
James Kortz (a diamond entrepreneur) and others. On 
September 24, 1972 Mission Viejo officially opened with 
nine model homes. As in California, long lines of 
prospective home buyers made their way through the 
designer show homes. The homes were accented and 
marketed with what was called "Western Living with a 
Spanish flair". Essentially the first few filings of homes had 
a unique modern architectural style that can best be 
described as a mix of California Western Ranch House, 
Usonian and Colorado Craftsman. These new styles soon 
revolutionized the housing market in the Denver area as 
many other builders offered their own versions of the 
"California Contemporary".  

The plan for Mission Viejo Aurora, like its big sister 
community in California, was envisioned with greenbelts, 
walking paths to a school, shopping and a large community 
recreation center. Although the home styles changed  

Continued next page. 
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The Mission Viejo Aurora story begins in California 
with a large cattle ranch known as Rancho Mission 
Viejo, south of Los Angeles, in Orange County. 
Originally a Spanish land grant, dating from the year 
1769, the area was first colonized by Spanish friars 
with an attempt to establish the first Mission San Juan 
Capistrano. The attempted church settlement was 
soon abandoned and the area where this first mission 
was built became known colloquially as "Mission 
Viejo" and later was adopted as part of the name of 
the 52,000-acre Rancho Mission Viejo.  

 

In 1907, Rancho Mission Viejo was acquired by 
Richard O© Neill, an Irish cattleman. In 1963, after a 
study was completed that indicated that a portion of 
the ranch would be ideally suited for a housing 
development, the O© Neill family decided to sell 10,000 
acres for residential home sales. Soon the Mission 
Viejo Company was started by Donald Bren, Philip J. 
Reilly, and James Toepfer.   

 

In 1965, a master plan was developed that included 
many innovative ideas in community planning. First 
they sent representatives of the Mission Viejo 
Company to Seville Spain and decided that this new�
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Ms. Fountain talked about parks and greenbelts 
and plans for an elementary school, fire station, 
library and a recreation center. It was to be a 
master planned community with strong covenants. 

We liked what we saw and soon picked out a home 
site on a map and joined the Recreation Center 
while it was under construction. We moved in just 
before the end of July 1973. Our two daughters 
started school that fall when MV Elementary School 
opened. It offered a new concept: open class 
rooms and a four track year around schedule. A 
temporary ball park was built across the street from 
the school where MV neighbors celebrated the 4th 
of July with soft ball, fireworks and picnics. 

When we first moved in the closest grocery and 
gas station were on Havana St. This all soon 
changed. The library and fire station were built and 
opened. Safeway and Albertson’s built stores on 
the corner of Chambers and Hampden streets 
which had been constructed as 6 lane arterial 
streets with even a gas station on the corner. The 
kids in the neighborhood grew up and moved out 
while we all grew a little older. 

This past Saturday we attended a Neighborhood 
Watch picnic in the Park. A number of young 
families were there to meet new neighbors. I asked 
a young teacher who had moved in with his family 
why they chose Mission Viejo. He said: we like all 
the things in this neighborhood: parks, green belts, 
an elementary school in walking distance, a library 
and a fire station close by and light traffic on our 
street with lots of kids for our kids to play with. New 
life is stirring in Mission Viejo!  

( � � $ , 
 - � continued 

throughout the building of the development the original 
plan remained intact. Like California, Mission Viejo 
Company employed the same types of signs as in 
California, the unique "Barcelona" entrance walls and 
implemented their famous "Mission Bell" streetlights 
throughout the community. Alicia and Marguerite 
Parkways are named after the two matriarchs of Rancho 
Mission Viejo in California, just as they are in Mission 
Viejo California. As the Mission Viejo Company ended the 
Aurora project, the company then went on to build its 
largest Colorado project, Highlands Ranch. Today the 
community of Mission Viejo Colorado continues to mature 
and is still viewed as a very desirable family neighborhood 
in Aurora. 
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Aurora City Councilman Ward VI 

 

In late 1972 when we moved to Colorado, Ruth and I set 
out to find a new home for our family. Councilwoman Ruth 
Fountain had recently visited Mission Viejo California 
before she voted to annex and zone “our” Mission Viejo, 
told us that we should go look at the homes being built by 
Phillip Morris in the new sub-division in Southeast Aurora.  

To Report City 
Zoning Code 
Violations or 
Graffiti please 
call Access 
Aurora at:  
303-739-7000  
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A Message from Cherry Creek Schools 

Volunteering is an American tradition that has made an 

immeasurable contribution to communities, organizations and 

individuals throughout the country. YOUR Cherry Creek 

School District would like to invite you to consider volunteering 

in one of your Mission Viejo neighborhood schools, such as 

Mission Viejo Elementary School, Laredo Middle School or 

Smoky Hill High School!  A Cherry Creek School volunteer is a 

high school or college student, a parent or grandparent, a 

corporate employee, a retiree or any other individual who 

gives freely of his or her time to make a difference in the lives 

of students in our Cherry Creek School Communities!  

DID YOU KNOW…that if you are 60 or older and a 

homeowner in the Cherry Creek School District, you can earn 

up to $357.50 to offset your property taxes by volunteering at a 

Cherry Creek school?  You can help kids and teachers by 

reading and listening to students read, assisting with class 

assignments, working in the school library or cafeteria, 

volunteering at the high school craft fair and much, much 

more!   

For additional information concerning this tax break please 

contact Barb Tucker at  #720-554-4475.   

To learn more about specific volunteer opportunities in your 

immediate area, please contact one of the Cherry Creek 

schools listed below or the Parent Teacher Community 

Organization (PTCO) Leader..!! 

Mission Viejo Elementary School   
3855 S. Alicia Parkway     
Aurora, CO. 80013     
#720-886-8000     
       
Laredo Middle School 
5000 S. Laredo St.     
Aurora, CO. 80015     
#720-886-5000 
PTCO – Lori Miller #303-699-8477,  

Meg Pitts #720-870-3227 
   
Smoky Hill High School 
16100 E. Smoky Hill Rd. 
#720-886-5300 
PTCO – Chris Rivard #303-627-9149 
 
Your ongoing support of Cherry Creek Schools helps 
maintain and improve the level of educational 
excellence while providing you with amazing 
opportunities to get connected within your community!  
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Mission Interdependence Day Committee Chair 

We had a great time in Mission Viejo Park this 
year for our 4th annual community celebration!  
We encourage those of you who missed it to join 
us next year.  The event is held annually on the 
4th of July during the hours of 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 
p.m..  The event begins with a Patriotic Parade 
around the park, and ribbons are awarded for the 
best decorated entrants.  Then we have booths, 
door prizes and games set up for you to visit, as 
well as a BBQ for the first 500 residents. 
 
The event is planned by a small group of Mission 
Viejo residents who desire to provide our 
community with a place to meet neighbors, get 
involved with their community, and have some 
good old fashioned family fun!  Many hours are 
spent preparing for the event.  Our only payment 
is to see all the smiling faces on the 4th of July, 
and know we are doing something positive for 
our community. 
 
Crowd estimates this year were around 500 – 
600 attendees.  We had 18 Gold Sponsors (who 
contribute $100 or more) and 10 Silver and 
Bronze Sponsors ($50/$25).  The food for the 
BBQ this year was provided by a Mission Viejo 
resident.  If you have a small business in Mission  

Viejo, or work for a company who would be interested in 
sponsoring next year’s event, please send an email to me.  We 
depend on business and individual sponsorships, and we also 
welcome any of you to volunteer to help on the day of the event.  
We can always use an extra set of hands. 
 
I encourage you to get involved in our community in some way, 
and do your part in keeping Mission Viejo such a wonderful place 
to live.  If we all stick together, we’ll keep our neighborhood fun 
and safe. 
 
To sponsor or help, contact loribellej@hotmail.com 
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The Mission Viejo Reporter is published bi-annually (May/June); 
(August/September) by the Mission Viejo Homeowners© 
Association Inc. Please check our Ad rates posted on our web 
site. We will collect Ad requests only on an annual basis. Next 
year’s requests will be accepted after January 1, 2008.  
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Mission Viejo Clean-Up Organizer 

 

On June 9 approximately 50 neighborhood 
volunteers worked to clean up the perimeters of 
Mission Viejo on both Hampden and Chambers 
streets. Besides adult volunteers there was a boy 
scout troop that helped with the effort. These 
volunteers collected and disposed of approximately 
200 bags of trash and weeds. In addition, 12 loads 
of tree and bush limbs were taken to the city of 
Aurora site to be made into mulch. This group of 
volunteers worked hard to improve the appearance 
of Mission Viejo. Be sure to drive by the 
Hampden/Buckley corner, and notice the huge 
improvement in the appearance of that corner! 

However, the 5 hour time slot was not sufficient to 
complete the task. Therefore, there is 

going to be a second cleanup effort on September 22. On 
that morning, from 7:30 to 12:00 we will attempt to finish 
the cleanup of these two streets, plus we will be pulling 
weeds and cleaning the sidewalks of Mission and Alicia 
Parkways. In addition there will also be a group working 
on the drainage ditch area that empties on to Quincy. 
They will be weeding and spreading mulch.  

Volunteers will meet at Mission Viejo school at 7:30 A.M. 
on September 22.  

At the end of this cleanup there will be a potluck lunch in 
Mission Viejo Park. As you can see by the list of projects, 
we need a large group of volunteers. Please consider 
giving a few hours of your time to this worthwhile project. 
Together we can make a difference in our Mission Viejo 
neighborhood! 

The people who volunteered in June will be contacted 
again. Those who signed up at the 4th of July celebration 
will also be contacted. If you are interested in helping on 
September 22, please call Elaine Lay at 303-699-0657. 
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PLACE: MISSION VIEJO LIBRARY, 15324 E. HAMPDEN CIRCLE  

TIME:  7 PM - 9 PM  

 

Come celebrate Mission Viejo's 35th anniversary. Bob Broom 

and others will toast our neighborhood. Join us for a great 

evening; light refreshments will be served.   
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PLACE: MISSION VIEJO LIBRARY, 15324 E. HAMPDEN CIRCLE 

AURORA, CO 

TIME:  EVERY THIRD TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH, 6:30 - 8: 00 PM 
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MISSION VIEJO CLEAN-UP: SEPTEMBER 22, 2007   

CONTACT:  ELAINE LAY 303-699-0657 
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PLACE:  MISSION VIEJO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL   

TIME:  JANUARY 15, 2008, 7:00 PM 

Please note: All Residents s within Mission Viejo are welcome 
to attend. However due to recent HOA Bylaw changes, voting is 
limited to members of the association. Membership can be 
demonstrated by payment of annual dues, purchasing HOA 
created merchandise, volunteering on HOA sponsored activities 
or signing up for our e-mailing list service. 

Thank You  
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If you have not done so already please send us your annual dues and/or contribution. Without your support, we will need to scale back future 
plans and initiatives. Make your payment on-line or send a check to: 4255 S. Buckley Road, #110, Aurora, CO 80013-2951 THANK YOU! 
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The Mission Viejo HOA has signed on to PayPal to give 
residents the option of paying their dues via a credit card or a 
PayPal account. The process is safe and convenient. 
Currently you can choose to pay your $50 dues for the year, 
schedule an automatic payment for this year and next year or 
make a single transaction donation. The payment link can be 
found at the top of almost all of our web pages. We hope 
everyone in Mission will enjoy this new service. Find the "Pay 
Dues On-line" button on our web site. 
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The Mission Viejo HOA is now conducting a web survey for 
members and residents to rate some new HOA initiatives and 
ideas. One of the ideas the HOA is seriously considering is 
initiating a neighborhood trash program. The Pinery and 
Columbine Knolls South II are two voluntary HOA©s in the 
Denver area that have successful trash programs. 
 
Tell us how you feel about having a similar program here in 
Mission Viejo. Please give us your opinion. We value your 
time and appreciate your input. You can access the survey by 
going to the home page of on our web site. 
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Please be aware that Mission Viejo Convents run with the 
land and are perpetual. We have seen a recent increase in 
the number of illegally parked campers and boats on resident 
property. Our covenants specifically state that No boat, truck, 
trailer, camper, or inoperable vehicle shall be stored on any 
portion of any lot so as to be visible from adjacent streets or 
lots of similar grade. Boats, trucks, trailers or campers may 
be kept on a lot provided they are kept in a semi-enclosed 
area and concealed from the surrounding street and 
neighborhood. The Mission Viejo HOA does not hold 
exclusive covenant enforcement rights in the neighborhood 
and all residents can take violation incidents to court. Any 
owner of a lot within the neighborhood may enforce the 
provisions of the covenants. This is called enforcement 
though equitable servitude, which is specified for each of the 
filings within Mission Viejo.  
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Todd McMahon - President,   president@missionviejohoa.org 

Alan Engels - Vice President, vicepresident@missionviejohoa.org 

Tom Brandhorst - Treasurer   treasurer@missionviejohoa.org 

Ron Costa - Secretary            secretary@missionviejohoa.org 

Troy Haller - Board Member  boardmember1@missionviejohoa.org 


