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Holy Love Lutheran Church 

Volunteer Party – July 15

 

Mission Viejo 
NextDoor

 Are you interested in hearing 
about current conversations happen-
ing among your neighbors about the 
community? A wonderful resource 
that might interest you is a neigh-
borhood social networking site 
called NextDoor. Their aim is to 
bring back a sense of community 
within area neighborhoods. To sign 
up, go to https://missionviejoco.
nextdoor.com/login/ and create your 
free membership today!

City Code and MV Covenant Violations 
 A reminder to residents in Mission Viejo that the storage of trailers and RVs in drive-
ways is against the covenants. Parking them on the street is a city code violation. Whether 
someone rents or owns the property, they are bound by both city code and HOA covenants. 
 City code does not allow for vehicles with expired tags to be parked on drive-
ways or the street. If your tags are expired your vehicle must be stored in the garage.  
 Residents are reminded that they are responsible for maintaining the area adjacent to 
their property. This includes sidewalks and paths and the space between the sidewalk and a 
bordering fence, including the brick wall that surrounds our neighborhood.  We are seeing 
a lot of homes where weeds are not being taken care of in these areas. This is a city code 
violation. The city has abated properties in the past that have failed to maintain these areas. 
 Whether you rent or own, have lived here two weeks or 42 years, 
have a lush lawn or more sporadic greenery, live on a busy street or 
a quiet cul-de-sac, please do your part to keep our neighborhood looking nice. 
 In the case of HOA covenant violations, the board has seen a large increase in 
complaints regarding these issues. If the HOA receives a complaint, a letter will be 
sent to owners and renters. If the matter is not resolved the HOA can elect to take the 
issue to court. The HOA has not lost a case regarding covenants filed with the courts. 
The court costs for these cases are the responsibility of the individuals, not the HOA. 
 To be clear, the HOA acts on the complaints, and are not singling out any particular 
homeowner. The board does not actively seek out these violations, but will take action 
when notified. The board has policies in place to process complaints which can be found 
on the HOA webpage. If you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to reach out 
by emailing Alan at president@missionviejohoa.org or, better yet, attend a monthly HOA 
board meeting and make your voice heard! 

—by Alan Engles, 
MV HOA Board President

MV Once Again City of Aurora 
Beautification Grant Recipient!

The HOA was awarded a $3,333 grant to put toward neighborhood beautification from 
the City of Aurora. Most of the heavy lifting took place Saturday, June 24 from 7-4 by 
some incredibly dedicated and appreciated volunteers from the neighborhood. About 125 
tons of rock was laid along the area between the wall and sidewalk on Chambers from the 
library going toward Nassau Drive. In addition to those newly awarded funds, the HOA 
has dedicated about $7,000 this year to this project. 

Mission Viejo Volunteer Picnic
 The HOA board decided to thank the volunteers in the neighborhood this year by spon-
soring a picnic in Mission Viejo Park. This is taking the place of the annual 4th of July 
picnic. 
The picnic will be held on July 15 from 4 to 6pm. Volunteers will receive a call prior to 
this day to invite them and to get an idea of the number of people that will be attending the 
picnic. If you have not received a call by July 3 and you have volunteered this past year 
please send an email to ElaineLay@missionviejohoa.org. 
 If you would like to volunteer to help at the picnic for the volunteers, please notify 
Elaine. Then next year you can be invited to the picnic in the park! 
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Mission Viejo HOA Board of Directors

Mission Viejo Hotline: 720-443-0HOA (720-443-0462)
Alan Engels - President: ................................................... president@missionviejohoa.org
Elaine Lay - Vice President: ....................................ElaineLay @missionviejohoa.org
Tom Brandhorst - Treasurert: ..............................TomBrandhorst@missionviejohoa.org
Brenda Tompkins - Secretary: ................... BrendaTompkins@missionviejohoa.org
Andrew Guetzkow : .....................................AndrewGuetzkow@missionviejohoa.org
Ini Edet : ................................................................................ iniedet@missionviejohoa.org
David Goss : .................................................................DavidGoss@missionviejohoa.org

MISSION VIEJO TRASH PROGRAM
Pro Disposal, Inc., 303-791-3827

MISSION VIEJO HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
4255 S. Buckley Road, #110 • Aurora, CO 80013-2951

COMMITTEES
Neighborhood Watch

Tom Tobiassen, neighborhoodwatch@missionviejohoa.org
Welcome Committee

Tricia Roush, welcome@missionviejohoa.org
WEBSITE: www.missionviejohoa.org

webmaster@missionviejohoa.org
 The Mission Viejo Homeowners’ Association Inc. is a state non-profit organization. 
The purpose of the Mission Viejo HOA is to unite the unit owners of the Mission Viejo 
subdivisions in Aurora, Colorado; to encourage civic improvements within said area, 
to encourage community activities including, but not by way of limitation, the beau-
tification, maintenance, and general appearance of vacant and improved lots, streets, 
parkways, entrances, open and recreational areas situated within the area and used in 
common by its residents; enhance the safety of Mission Viejo; facilitate enforcement of 
any and all building restrictions, protective covenants, and to otherwise act in the inter-
ests of the members of the Association. 
 Appearance of an advertisement in this publication does not consti-
tute a recommendation or endorsement by the Association of the goods 
or services offered. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of 
the individual authors and not the Board of your Association. Neither the 
Board, publisher, nor the authors intend to provide any professional service 
or opinion through this publication.

News Articles
The deadline for news articles is the 15th of the month before the next 
month’s issue. Please email news articles to Mary at:

reporter@missionviejohoa.org
All letters or articles need to include your name and day-
time phone number. All articles must be approved by the  
editor for publication, or as space permits. 

Advertising
The deadline for advertisements is the 15th of the month for the next 

month’s issue, except for the Jan. issue which is Dec. 6th.  
To place an ad, call Colorado Lasertype, 303-979-7499. 

Email: getinfo@coloradolasertype.com  To find ad rates and   
discounts, go to www.ColoradoLasertype.com  

and click on the “Advertising Rates” link.

SUMMER, KIDS, and the STREET 
 While we know that Mission Viejo provides three parks 
(Mission Viejo Park, La Parquita Park by the tennis courts, 
and Los Ninos Park near the elementary school) and plenty 
of greenbelt space and yard space, we also know kids like 
to play and don’t always consider the safest places to be. 
Help keep our precious children safe this summer in a few 
different ways:
 1)  Drive cautiously on our streets, whether on small 

side streets or main roads. Kids are on bikes and 
scooters and don’t always stay on the sidewalks. 
Keep an eye out for children darting out between 
parked cars, too!

 2) Encourage children to play in yards and at the park, 
and be aware of where they are at all times! It’s easy 
to send our kids outside and just hope they’re doing 
fine. Make sure you’re keeping your eyes and ears 
open for yours and your neighborhood kids’ safety.

 3) Stay out of West Tollgate Creek that runs through 
Mission Viejo Park. It gets hot, and playing in water 
is a fun thing to do in the summer, but the creek is not 
the water to be in! It is not sanitary for humans and is 
home to many ducks, muskrats, and other creatures. 
Plus, in the event of a storm, the water might be high 
or rushing, making it very dangerous. 

Thank you for your help in watching out for our neighbor-
hood children this summer! When our children are safe, 
the neighborhood becomes an even better place to be.  

HOA Member Discounts
 The MVHOA is always looking for ways to save you 
money and appreciates your support. If you know of a busi-
ness that would like to join our Discount Program, please 
have them email president@missionviejohoa.org.
 To be an active MVHOA member and receive these 
discounts and more, you must be a resident in the Mission 
Viejo Community and (a) have Pro-Disposal Trash Service 
(b) donate $30 to the HOA during the current year, or (c) 
volunteer at MVHOA sponsored events. Some of the spon-
sored events include: Spring/Fall Clean ups, Adopt a Street 
Program, and Newsletter Delivery.
 Thank you for continuing to support the MVHOA.  We 
hope that you continue to enjoy the discounts we have 
secured for you. For more info on all the discounts offered, 
visit www.missionviejohoa.org. 

National Cell Phone
Courtesy Month
 As the cell phone has developed into the smartphone, it’s 
become one of the biggest distractions of all time. National 
Cell Phone Courtesy Month was founded in 2002 with the 
intent of making cell phone users more respectful of their 
surroundings.

Aurora Public Schools
Some 2017-18 calendar highlights include:
First Day of School: 
 • Aug. 8 - Grades 6-12
 • Aug. 10 - Grades 1-5
 • Aug. 14 - Kindergarten and Preschool
Note: Please check with your school for specific dates.



July 2017 / Mission Viejo Reporter / www.MissionViejoHOA.org Page 3

Arapahoe County Fair
 The 111th Arapahoe County Fair is just around the corner, 
July 27 - 30 at the Arapahoe County Fairgrounds in Aurora. It’s 
a summer bargain with pre-sale online admission tickets for only 
$10 per person. Tickets include unlimited carnival rides, rodeos, 
and concerts on the main stage, 2 nights of fireworks, 4-H shows, 
tractor pulls, petting farm and more.
 Each year, you can enjoy returning crowd favorites plus new 
events and activities. Mutton bustin’ and the high-flying dock dogs 
return this year along with the petting farm, 2 nights of fireworks, 
sled and tractor pulls, 4-H events and exhibits, K9 demonstrations 
and delicious food. New to the fair is a second rodeo on Sunday, 
an old fashioned soda truck, a climbing wall, new heritage experi-
ences in the homestead and activities in the kids’ corral.
 See rabbits, pigs and poultry in the east wing and horses, cattle, 
llamas, alpacas, goats and sheep in the livestock pavilion. Shop 
with more than 40 vendors and enjoy live music by 10 bands on 
the Main Stage.
 Fairgoers 21 and older can purchase tickets for the fourth annu-
al Craft Brew Fest, July 28 for $20 per person and featuring more 
than 25 local brewers, food and live music. The Craft Brew Fest is 
held inside, in the new air-conditioned Exhibition Hall.
 A summer tradition since 1906, the Arapahoe County Fair is a 
time to celebrate our heritage. Residents of all counties are invited 
to enter their handmade and homegrown treasures in the Open 
Class Competition for a chance to win ribbons and cash prizes. 
Pre-entry is recommended by June 23 for most Open Class exhib-
its. Fairgoers also can marvel at and bid on quality market animals 
that 4-H youth work diligently to raise at the Youth Livestock 
Auction July 29.

 “Save Big with Parker Pig” and buy discounted tickets 
online now for only $10 per person, or pay $15 at the Fair gate. 
Parking is $5 per vehicle (cash only). Fair gates open at 4pm July 
27 and 11am, July 28 - 30. The Fairgrounds are located at 25690 
E. Quincy Ave., Aurora, 2 miles east of E-470 at exit 13. Buy 
discount tickets. Get more information.
 Volunteers are needed to make the Fair a success, and will 
receive free Fair admission and T-shirt on the day(s) worked. 
There also are team leader and small group volunteer opportuni-
ties for 2017.

A Salute To The Fourth of July
 On 1776, the Continental Congress adopted the Declaration 
of Independence, initiating 200+ years of annual fireworks, 
outdoor concerts, and picnics. Still, there may be a few things 
you don’t know about our most patriotic holiday:
 • The resolution to dissolve ties with Great Britain was 

actually introduced on June 7 and approved by 12 of the 
13 colonies on July 2. New York voted aye a week later.

 • It was August before most of the 56 signers managed 
to affix their signatures to the document. One, Thomas 
McKean, didn’t sign until 1781.

 • The Fourth of July is one of only four holidays still 
observed in the U.S. on the proper calendar day. The 
others are Halloween, Christmas, and New Year’s Day.

AURORA Sale: August 17-20
Arapahoe County Fairgrounds • 25690 E. Quincy Avenue

SALE HOURS: Thu 8/17, 9am-6pm • Fri, 8/18, 9am-5pm •
Sat, 8/19, 9am-4pm - 25% off sale! • Sun, 8/20,
9am-3pm - Half Price Sale! Many items 1/2 off!

Shop and get unbelievable deals on boutique and brand name favorites!
Sell your items as a consignor and earn up to 75%! Details online!
Save 50-90% OFF RETAIL PRICES! Plus, save time! It's all here under one roof!
Smart! Savvy shoppers know there’s no better budget helper around!

Be a part of North America’s leading children’s
and maternity consignment sales event!™

FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS AD!
$2 Admission. Cash, Visa, MasterCard & Discover accepted.

jbfsale.com
shop. sell. save. smart!™

This event benefits, in part, local charity organizations! FIND US: Facebook.com/JBFAurora

Home insurance from 
someone you can trust.
Call me today.

Home insurance from 
someone you can trust.
Call me today.

Home insurance from 
someone you can trust.
Call me today.

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. © 2015 Allstate Insurance Co.

21
61
04

Ken Kelley
303-781-1110
333 W. Hampden Ave.
Englewood

CURVES 30 MINUTE 
WORKOUT

334 S. Chambers Rd. Aurora, CO 80017
Northeast corner of Chambers and Alameda

303-343-4122 or 720-535-1713
Silver Sneaker Approved & Accepted 

Call for an appointment
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For more information call the
Metro Denver Farmers’ Market Hotline

303-887-FARM
www.denverfarmersmarket.com

MARKET ON YOUR CALENDAR

M E T R O  D E N V E R

FARMERS’ MARKET

Check out our great recipes online!

Saturdays
SOUTHWEST PLAZA

MAY 6 - OCT. 28
Southeast Parking Lot
Wadsworth & Bowles
8am-2pm or Sellout

Saturdays
LAKEWOOD

JUNE 17 - OCT. 28
9077 W Alameda Ave
Alameda & Garrison

(Mile Hi Church)
10am-2pm or SelloutSundays

HIGHLANDS RANCH
MAY 7 - OCT. 29

Highlands Ranch Town Ctr.
9288 Dorchester St.

10am-2pm or
Sellout

Wednesdays
LITTLETON

JUNE 14 - OCT. 11
Aspen Grove Lifestyle Ctr.

7301 S. Santa Fe Dr.
10am-2pm or Sellout

Thursdays
WHEAT RIDGE

JULY 6 - SEPT. 28
St James Episcopal Church

8235 W. 44th Ave
10am-2pm or Sellout

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!
These are the dedicated volunteers who helped 

to make the beautification project such a success!
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We are fully licensed, insured and certified to permanently repair 
aluminum wiring and remove your fire hazard. Visit our Web site 
at www.alwirerepair.com to read about the hazards of aluminum 
wiring and the CPSC recommended COPALUM repair method.

ALUMINUM WIRING
can be DANGEROUS!

�

�
Call today for your home wiring evaluation!

(720) 299-4706

IS YOUR HOME WIRED SAFELY?
Most homes built between 1964 & 1974 contain aluminum wiring.

Did you know “homes wired with aluminum 
wiring are 55 times more likely to have one 
or more connections reach Fire Hazard 
Conditions”
 —US Consumer Product Safety  
 Commission (CPSC) Pub #516

Your Safety Is Our Business!
Lic #6092 • Insured • Honest & Dependable

Serving all your electrical needs
with Local References!

20% OFF ORDER
NOW DELIVERING TOO!

LET US BRING THE WINGS TO YOU!
$20 MIN, $1.50 delivery charge

WING HUT
FAMILY OWNED AND PROUDLY 
SERVING YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

SINCE 2001
NE corner of Hampden and Chambers

winghutaurora.com
303.699.9464

Expires 07/31/17. Must present coupon.

MV

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS! continued from page 4
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Burke Law P.C.
 T a x   |   E s t a t e   |   B u s i n e s s

Thomas J. Burke
ATTORNEY AT LAW

EMAIL: tburke@BurkeLawPC.com
WEB: www.BurkeLawPC.com
PHONE: 303-260-6461
FAX: 888-467-4034

This Space
Intentionally
Left Blank for
Teen Services

$300 off
Exterior or Interior Painting

Special Thank You 
for Veterans: 

Additional
10% offAmerican family owned. 

20 years in business. 
10% discount for cash. 

Workmans Comp & Liability Insurance
Credit cards accepted

Multiple Home 
Discount

Get Ready for Summer! 
Beaver Stump Grinding
 & Tree Service

Quality Service at 
Reasonable Rates 

Since 1995

•  Tree Trimming 
•  Tree Removal 
•  Bush Removal 
•  Stump Grinding 
•  Rock Walls 
•  RR Ties 
•  Sod Work 
•  Top Soil 
•  Wood Chips 

•  Gutters 
•  Roto-Tilling 
•  Hauling 
•  Sprinkler Repair 
•  Power Washing
•  Fences
•  Gardens
•  Trees Planted
•  Fall Yard Clean-up

Full Service Landscaping
All Debris Removed • All Materials Recycled

24/7 Year-Round Service
Locally Owned & Operated  •  Licensed & Insured

Preston, 303-829-8414

The Evolution of 
Independence Day
 If Americans have one holiday in common, 
it’s the Fourth of July. How long have we offi-
cially been celebrating independence from Great 
Britain? Here’s a timeline:
 • July 4, 1776. Members of the Second Continental 

Congress meet in Philadelphia and adopt the final 
draft of the Declaration of Independence.

 • July 4, 1777. To commemorate the first anniversary 
of the signing, Philadelphians light candles and set off 
firecrackers. Yet with no sure outcome in the war for 
independence, celebrations are kept to a minimum.

 • July 4, 1778. On the second anniversary of the sign-
ing, Gen. George Washington issues his troops a dou-
ble ration of rum and orders a Fourth of July artillery 
salute.

 • 1781. Massachusetts carries out the first official state 
celebration of the Fourth of July.

 • 1801. The White House hosts its first public Fourth of 
July reception.

 • 1870. Congress establishes the Fourth of July as an 
unpaid holiday for federal employees and the District 
of Columbia.

 • 1938. Congress establishes the Fourth of July as a 
paid holiday for federal employees.

 • 1941. Congress expands the 1938 law to include the 
District of Columbia.

Keep Your Marriage Happy 
With These Money Tips
 Disagreements over money can turn a happy marriage into a 
battleground. Don’t take the risk. Follow these tips for dealing 
with money in your marriage without sparking conflict:
 • Talk about priorities. Before you get married, and on a 

regular basis after the wedding, sit down and talk about 
what’s important to both of you. If your financial goals are 
different—saving for college vs. traveling the world, for 
example—you’ll always be fighting about what you want.

 • Find the right balance. Don’t let one person’s needs 
overshadow his or her partner’s. Work out a plan to save 
money while leaving the door open to a nice vacation or at 
least a fancy dinner once in a while. You can’t splurge all 
the time, but don’t let an obsession with money warp your 
relationship.

 • Ignore everyone else. Don’t try to maintain a “keeping 
up with the Joneses” lifestyle on a limited budget. Choose 
your house, car, and other possessions based on what 
makes sense for you, not your neighbors. In the long run 
you’ll be better off and happier by living within your 
means.
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CARPET CLEANING. $129.00 for 3 rooms.
Ecoclean Home services: 720-299-7782.
PIANO LESSONS, across the street from 
Mission Viejo Elementary. Contact Debbie at  
drettedal.yahoo.com. 
All Around Maintenance, LLC. Residential and 
Commercial maintenance and repair. Wayne 
Lederhos 720-404-7592.
In Home Manicures and Pedicures. Licenced 
22yrs exp. Spec in Senior Care. 303-886-4028

Slippery bathtubs, Showers, Flooring or 
Pool decking? Grip-A-Slip LLC has a solution 
to get a grip on slips and falls wet or dry. Send a 
Email for free estimate to: grip.a.slip.llc@gmail.
com or call 303-589-9056. www.grip-a-slip.com
Lawn Care. Offering aeration, fertilizer, pow-
er rake, rototilling, lawn mowing (bimonthly or 
weekly). Sprinkler startup repair and blowout.
Reas. rates. Call or text Patrick 303-513-8444. 
House & Carpet Cleaning: 3/292-0115

RENEW CARPET CLEANING. Owner operat-
ed. Carpet cleaning, furniture cleaning, car up-
holstery, tile. Commercial & Residential. Gary 
Meschko 720-435-6612.
MARK BROWN ELECTRIC. Master Electrician, 
Licensed and Insured. “Anything Electrical.” 720-
244-2115.
MCNAMARA’S PAINTING. Int/Ext painting,  dry-
wall repair and texture. Power wash and stain 
decks. Bill 303-503-0589 free estimates.

First Name: ____________________________________________________ 

Last Name: ____________________________________________________

Street Address: _________________________________________________

City, Zip Code: __________________________________________________

E-mail Address: ______________________________________

Phone #: ____________________________________________
Per Mnth $19.05 /Billing rate of four months at $76.20 or a discounted yearly rate of 
$190.50 (equates to $15.88 per month) (if by referral through Dec. 31, 2016) or 
$209.55 (without a referral)

Start Date (Month/Year): ____________________________________

Comments/referred by (name & address):_____________________

_______________________________________________________________

Mail this form to: Pro Disposal Inc. at 10100 East 102nd Avenue
   Henderson, CO 80640-8492 
Fax it to: Pro Disposal at 303-289-4374

Please make checks payable to Pro Disposal Inc.

Service Information

Sign up Today for the Mission Viejo 
Membership/Trash Program!
Sign up on the Web or Use This Form

Once 775 participants are achieved, Pro Disposal, Inc. will pay $2.00 for every 
paid participant per month to the Mission Viejo Homeowner’s Association Inc.

and

CLASSIFIEDS: The perfect way to advertise your small or large business! 
Ads are inexpensive and reach many homes! Call or email us today!

Classified ads are $3.00/line (about 40 characters/line). Contact Colorado Lasertype at 303-979-7499 or getinfo@ColoradoLasertype.com to place 
an ad. To view our display ad prices, visit our website at www.ColoradoLasertype.com. The deadline for placing a classified or display ad is the  
15th of the month for the next month’s issue (i.e., 15th of Sept. for Oct. issue), except the January issue, which has a deadline of December 6th. 
Residents placing ads to sell household items are not charged a fee.

Natasha Hedlund,

Independent Mary Kay 
Skin Care Consultant

How I bring beauty to you!

As my customer, you can create your ideal beauty experience. I offer 
personalized service that fits you. Just tell me if you’d like a one-on-one 
consultation, a party with friends, a virtual party, makeup tips, skin care 
advice or free samples. You can always try before you buy.

If you prefer to shop online, order by e-mail or contact me by phone, the 
choice is yours. I’d love to help you with any or all of your beauty needs. 
Let’s talk!

nhedlund@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/nhedlund

214.641.6213

 Helping teenagers manage their money is an important 
job for parents. Deciding who should pay for what is a first 
step. Here’s a suggested list of financial responsibilities for 
each of you:
Parents
 • Food. This includes meals and reasonable snacks. 

Ask your teen whether he or she wants anything in 
particular before going to the store.

 • Clothes. Set a limit, but provide for your teen’s cloth-
ing as necessary.

 • School fees. Education is important to future success, 
so pay for books, materials, field trips, etc.

 • Medical costs. Teenagers should be covered under 
your insurance, and parents should pay any out-of-
pocket expenses to keep their kids healthy.

Teenagers
 • Dining out. If teens go out with friends, they should 

be responsible for the expense.
 • Entertainment. Similarly, movies and other enter-

tainment should come out of the teen’s pocket.
 • Cars. If your teen has a car, he or she should be expected to 

pay for gas, maintenance, and auto insurance.

Who Pays For What? Try This Guide
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The November Homeowner’s Report
      “Don’t get snowed by 

  these Holiday Scams!” 
From the Internet to your mailbox, the front door and in stores, 
the scammers and con artists are working overtime during the 
holiday season. This month’s Report will tell you what to look 
out for and how to avoid becoming a victim. You may want 
to send copies of this eye-opener to your friends and family. 

Call or email for your FREE copy 
of the November Report. 

Paul Finger, CRS
Broker/Owner
Metro Brokers
Paul Finger & Assoc. Inc.

Over 800 Homes Sold
Mission Viejo

303-771-7816
paul@paulfinger.com

Avoid These Missteps 
on Your Climb to the Top
 We all make a few mistakes on the road to success. Some missteps 
are specific to your job or organization, but others can trip you up wher-
ever you are. Stay on the right track by watching out for these common 
errors:
 • Overreliance on intuition and experience. You may have 

good instincts most of the time, but remember that success often 
requires counterintuitive actions. Learn from the examples of 
leaders who have taken unconventional stands, and stay open to 
information and knowledge from any source.

 • Valuing competence over character. Competence gets you to 
the table, but character keeps you there. Concentrate on goals 
that help people and being ethical as you pursue them.

 • Relying on outmoded skills. The technical expertise that gets 
you promoted doesn’t necessarily prepare you to manage people. 
Master the basic areas: organizational requirements, operational 
goals, and people skills. Then find the right mix for your partic-
ular role.

 • Neglecting professional development. You may be at the peak 
of your profession, but you never stop needing to learn new 
things about your work, organization, and leadership itself. Find 
mentors, seek feedback, and get coaching.

 • Failing to articulate a mission. Guide all your activities by a 
personal mission statement that’s based on your personal val-
ues— not just the bottom line.

 • Forgetting to pass on your knowledge and wisdom. Put as 
much energy into teaching and mentoring others as you do into 
mastering your job.

Bumblebees Leave 
‘footprint’ to Mark Flowers
 Bumblebees may be smarter than you 
think. According to the LiveScience web-
site, scientists at the University of Bristol 
have discovered that bumblebees mark the 
flowers they feed from with “smelly footprints” so they 
can distinguish between flowers that have been visited 
by members of their nests and those fed on by strangers. 
This also allows them to ignore flowers whose food is 
gone and identify better sources of nutrients.
 In one experiment, researchers trained bees to dis-
criminate between flowers marked by their nest mates 
and those scented by bees from a different nest. In a 
second experiment, bees were seen learning that flowers 
with footprints from their nest mates were more reward-
ing than those marked with their own scent.
 In addition, the scientists discovered that bumblebees 
can tell the difference between their own footprints and 
those of their nest mates.

National Parenting Gifted 
Children Week, July 16-22. 
 Parents of gifted children need special understanding 
in order to raise and advocate for the social and emotional 
needs of their unique children. NPGC Week celebrates 
the joys and challenges of raising, guiding, and support-
ing bright young minds.


